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Minutes (draft unless signed) of Foulsham Parish Council Meeting 

held on Wednesday 17th January 2024 at 19:30 

in the New Frost Hall 
 

Cllrs Present: G. Fearn (chair) S. Stilgoe C. Ferris M. Payne J. Duck 
      
In attendance: Parish Clerk Cllr G. Peck    
      
Apologies: Cllr D. Thomas L. Riddett    
 

01/24 Declaration of Interests: None. 
 
02/24 Minutes of previous meeting, held on 6th December 2023: Approval of the minutes of the 

previous meeting was proposed by Cllr Duck and seconded by Cllr Fearn. 
 

03/24 Matters Arising 
Precept: It was confirmed that the precept for 2024/25 had been set at £14.5k and that this 
would be communicated via the Parish Magazine. 
Bottle Banks: It was noted that in order to apply for recycling credits, the Parish Council 
had to sign a declaration that the recycling materials consist solely of domestic waste and 
therefore it was agreed that it would not be appropriate to relocate the bottle banks to the 
Queen’s Head. 
Action: Clerk to advise Sean. 

 
04/24 Accounts 
 

 EXPENDITURE main account   
- E.On – Electricity for pavilion (01 – 30 Nov 23)  £ 27.38 
- E.On – Electricity for pavilion (01 – 31 Dec 23)  £ 28.27 
- Cozens Ltd – Street Light Maintenance Contract  £ 90.00 
- M Smith Clerk’s salary (07.12.23 to 17.01.24) (6 weeks) £ 360.00  
  Internet and phone expenses (Dec) £ 10.00  
    £ 370.00 

- nPower – electricity for street lights (Nov 2023)  £ 380.74 
- nPower – electricity for street lights (Dec 2023) £ 394.92 
   TOTAL £ 1,291.31 
     
 EXPENDITURE #2 account   
- Partridge Joinery – Noticeboard for Themelthorpe (Grant funded) £ 445.00 
- Ray Lake Electrical Limited – Christmas lights £ 402.00 
   TOTAL £ 847.00 

 
Approval of the accounts was proposed by Cllr Duck and seconded by Cllr Payne. 
 

05/24 Grounds Maintenance Contract 
The Clerk reported that a local grounds maintenance contractor had enquired about the 
possibility of splitting the contract as he only had equipment suitable for the churchyard, 
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not the recreation ground.  Cllr Payne advised that there was another interested party and 
that he would ask him to make contact with the Clerk. It was noted that time was running 
out as the contract was due to commence in March. 
Action: Cllr Payne to make contact with the contractor. 

 
06/24  Street Light Energy Costs 

In view of the increasing costs of electricity, it was suggested that consideration be given to 
switching off or reducing the timing of the street lighting, thus reducing costs, carbon 
emissions and light pollution. It was noted that there would be a cost for the fitting of 
timers and that there may still be a residual standing charge for the supply of electricity. 
Action: Clerk to make enquiries about the cost of modifying the lamps and the potential 
savings on electricity. 

 
07/24  Lamp Post on Marketplace 

The Clerk reported that he had not yet heard back from Cozens in relation to the cost of 
replacement, but had chased it up. It was agreed that the insurance company should be 
notified. 
Action: Clerk to contact the insurance company and follow up with Cozens. 

 
08/24 Comments from the Public 

Cllr Peck reported that the County Council are in the process of finalising their budget and 
that they are currently looking to make savings of £5M, having received less than 
anticipated from central government. 

 
09/24 Any other business 

Cllr Fearn reported that the hedges along the southern edge of Twyford Lane had been 
badly hacked back, causing damage to the footpath sign and to the trees planted by the 
Parish Council. Cllr Peck agreed to refer the matter to Highways. 
Action: Clerk to send previous correspondence to Cllr Peck. 
 
The following updates were received from Cllr Thomas in his absence: 

• The Oaks travellers site deadline for comments has been extended to 26 Jan and it 
may be possible for the application to be called-in if residents wish to have their say 
at the planning committee. Residents are encouraged to submit their comments 
prior to the deadline. 

• Damage to the surface of Reepham Road has been reported to Highways and a full 
repair is expected in due course. 

• The Ward Grant renews for the 24/25 year. 

• Surgery dates for Foulsham (New Frost Hall) for 2024 are: 
16 Mar 10:00 to 12:00 
13 Jul 10:00 to 12:00 
19 Oct 10:00 to 12:00 

 
Meeting closed at 20:12 
The next Parish Council Meeting is scheduled for Wednesday 28th February 2024 at 19:30 

 


