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Minutes (draft unless signed) of Foulsham Parish Council Meeting 

held on Wednesday 25th October 2023 at 19:30 

in the New Frost Hall 
 

Cllrs Present: G. Fearn (chair) L. Riddett S. Stilgoe C. Ferris 
 M. Payne C. Taylor   
 

In attendance: Parish Clerk Cllr. G. Peck Cllr D. Thomas 3 local residents 
 

Apologies: J. Duck PC Colin Bailey   
 

35/23 Declaration of Interests: None. 
 
36/23 Minutes of previous meeting, held on 13th September 2023: Approval of the minutes of 

the previous meeting was proposed by Cllr Ferris and seconded by Cllr Taylor. 
 

37/23 Matters Arising 
 
Banking arrangements 

• The direct debit mandate is now in place with E.On. 

• BACS payments can now be made from the Lloyds accounts using online banking. 

• It was agreed that payments should continue to be made by cheque unless this was not 
possible. 

 
Playground equipment update 

• The zip wire has been re-tensioned/shortened. 

• The non-compliant labels on the exercise equipment have been obscured. 

• Playground signage has been cleaned. It was agreed to obscure or replace the old PC 
telephone number on the metal signs. 

 
Willow tree, Station Road 

• The Clerk reported that, of the three quotations requested, one had been submitted, 
one had declined and there had been no response from the third. There was further 
discussion about the need to fell the tree and it was confirmed that there was no 
evidence to prove that this tree was causing problems with the drain. It was also noted 
that the tree had passed inspection in June 2022 and was due another inspection in 
December 2023. It was agreed to obtain quotations for pollarding. The Clerk has asked 
Highways for any information they may have in relation to the drain, in particular the 
cause of the damage and the plans for repair. 
Action: Clerk to obtain quotations. 

 
Streetlight repairs 

• The Clerk reported that the streetlight on Claypit Road has been repaired. 

• It was also reported that Westcotec are winding down the streetlight repair side of their 
business, having been unable to recruit a replacement engineer. Alternative suppliers 
are being sought. 
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38/23 Accounts 
 

 INCOME (Main account)   
- Broadland DC – Precept #2 of 2  £ 5,750.00 
   TOTAL £ 5,750.00 
     
 EXPENDITURE   
- E.On – electricity for pavilion (Aug 23)  £ 28.93 
- E.On – electricity for pavilion (1-16 Sept 23)  £ 14.61 
- E.On – electricity for pavilion (17-30 Sept 23)  £ 12.80 
- URM – glass recycling  £ 25.34 
- Westcotec – battery and tools for SAM2  £ 116.40 
- Margaret Payne – flowerbed maintenance (Sept/Oct 23)  £ 100.00 
- M Smith Clerk’s salary (13.09.23 to 25.10.23) (6 weeks) £ 360.00  
  Internet and phone expenses (Sept/Oct) £ 20.00  
  Postage stamps (8 x 2nd) £ 6.00  
    £ 386.00 

- NGF Play – adjustment of zip wire tension  £ 90.00 
- nPower – electricity for street lights (Sept 2023)  £ 286.41 
- Lucy Fawcett – litter pick & playground inspection (Mar-Oct 23) £ 204.00 
   TOTAL £ 1,264.49 
     
 INCOME (No2 account)   
- Workhouse Farm rent  £ 328.50 
- Broadland DC – grant on behalf of Themelthorpe  £ 495.00 
   TOTAL £ 823.50 
     
 EXPENDITURE   
- Royal British Legion – 6 x lamp post poppies  £ 30.00 
   TOTAL £ 30.00 

 
Approval of the accounts was proposed by Cllr Riddett and seconded by Cllr Ferris. 
 

39/23 Foulsham Relief in Need Charity – Parish Council appointed trustee 
The Clerk reported that David Harvey has been proposed by the FRIN as the PC appointed 
trustee. This was approved unanimously. 
Action: Clerk to notify FRIN. 

 
40/23  Comments from the public 

Public opposition was voiced to the proposal to establish a car park within the school field 
at the end of Stringers Lane on the grounds of road safety and inadequate road width. 
There are currently no road markings or give way signs at the junction of Foundry Close and 
Stringers Lane. It was noted that Highways had attended the recent site visit with a number 
of the councillors and that no issues with the road width had been identified.  Cllr Thomas 
pointed out that, if approved, additional housing identified in the GNLP could also have an 
impact of road traffic on the estate.  It was agreed that there should be further discussion 
when PC Bailey is present. 
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It was reported that the oak tree to the rear of 44 Guist Road was split and was in danger of 
falling onto and damaging private property. The property owner indicated their willingness 
to deal with this themselves and the councillors gave their consent. 

 
41/23 Any other business 

Cllr Thomas advised that the revised GNLP consultation has now gone live and that the 
deadline for comments to be received is 6th December.  It was suggested that comments be 
submitted individually as well as a consolidated response from the Parish Council. 
 
Cllr Thomas questioned the ownership of the land adjacent to 58 Station Road and the 
electricity sub-station as the surface is in a poor condition. No ownership is recorded on the 
land registry and the councillors were unable to advise. 
 
The Clerk re-iterated that there are a number of issues requiring attention in the pavilion, 
including a leaking pipe elbow feeding a WC cistern, a fallen ceiling panel, damaged 
guttering and downpipes. The Clerk advised that he had donated three large tins of 
masonry paint which may be of use when renovating the brickwork. These will be left in 
the pavilion. 
 
 
 
Meeting closed at 20:10 
 
 
 
 
 
The next Parish Council Meeting is scheduled for Wednesday 6th December 2023 at 19:30 
 
 


